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Judith Landsman Slishman

4 Andover Place

FairLawn,  New Jersey

As a member of the Radburn community for 23 years, the confrontational dialogue and acrimony continue to plague our community almost to the point of dissolving Radburn

as a community and becoming just an address in New Jersey. 

In the past, I believe, most residents have been more than willing to not take an active role in the governing of the community because it was easier, because of a general contentment, and also because no one was aware that the Trustees could and would affect major life changes that could endanger this oasis in northern new jersey without consulting the residents.

To recap:

My first indication of rumbling on the part of residents, was during he rebuilding of the pool in B park. Although I use and enjoy the pool regularly, there was no discussion as to the necessity for a larger pool and its ultimately larger cost as versus replacement or updating. There were many who objected and whose opinion was not sought out.

We were beginning to realize that although it was resident monies which supported the community, we, the residents had little voice as to what changes could or would be made, culminating in the fiasco of Daly field and its adjacent properties. 

Regardless of whether the Trustees had the legal right to make the decision about 

further development of Radburn, I believe the Trustees had a moral and ethical obligation to involve the entire community in the process of determining if Radburn should firstly, be enlarged, and if so, how that development should happen. The Trustees should have engaged the community in debate and discussion with a vote on the final decision simply because of the life altering consequences of such a decision. All of the ensuing tension, anger, and cost could have been avoided.  

Is it really too late to reconcile our differences and begin debating, have discussions, put forth ideas and most importantly, treat each other with respect and dignity regardless of 

disagreement? The questions that face us should not be decided by the courts. They should be decided by ALL the residents who live here and pay taxes to retain Radburn as a thriving community and not just an historic district. We do not have a representative body in the Trustees. We are asked to vote as in any one party system,

where all the candidates are chosen by the trustees who are presently in power. The residents are asked to vote on pictures of the candidates, their education and job, and

not on their views as to the needs and future of Radburn. Therefore, the Trustees are not

in a position to make decisions for the community. The Manager, although paid by ALL

the residents, has made her position known. The Manager has chosen to represent the

Trustees, contributing to the growing anger as to process and outcome.

I am listing a few of the issues that I believe need to be debated and certainly added to by

any Radburnite.


1. Discussion of open space and possible development of such space. Some of the

issues raised by the group chosen by the Trustees stated there will be not children, only one car per condo, a house for garbage, no control of the property and its maintenance.

We all have views about the above and those views need to be debated and voted upon.


2. Discussion of the overcrowding in Fairlawn in general.  Issues such as higher taxes for additional school children, increased traffic and traffic lights, no supermarkets in the Radburn plaza or on the main area of River Road, efforts to increase pressure on the High Street apts to maintain and develop their open air areas such as mowing their lawns, keeping their property free of garbage, etc.. Just a reminder that the Manager stated that the new pool was underutilized. Was a study

ever done to see if the new pool was needed or could we have been content with a

structural rebuilding of the old pool?


3. Secrecy - The United States elections this fall were a vote against corruption and a desire for transparency. We are a small community with no need for any secrecy. All residents should be permitted to attend ALL meetings. And anyone who wants to 

become a Trustee should list their qualifications and  their views on any relevant questions relating to Radburn, which in turn will allow for a representative

group of Trustees reflecting the diversity of opinion in the community. The position of Manager should be decided by a group of Radburnites of differing opinions using open debate with a view toward hiring a person that would continue to maintain the ideals of Radburn, in addition to remembering that the community as a whole pays their salary, which in turn requires them to be outwardly impartial in its dealings and attitude toward the community.  


4. Radburn Taxes - The community as it stands now is paying for court costs, allowing a small group of people to use the communities taxes to sue themselves. The  Trustees should pay and or raise money themselves for these court costs as CCRF has done. The Trustees are currently using these costs to raise the taxes Radburn residents pay. Is this a means of intimidation? Is this legal? If they loose do they repay these costs? Who chooses the lawyers? Do only the Trustees get to decide how taxes are used?

And, not to seem cynical, but do the Trustees understand that the Revolutionary War

was about taxation without representation.

Can all of this again, be decided among us, the residents of Radburn? Do we still have

a choice? can we have a choice? Who decides?

